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Sentenced to Death

mily at the Natlonal Maosque here in the capital of
owd of 10,000 Muslim Rindamentalists called for
hat indtiated the

wa or death sentence, the

has been jolned by other
ps demanding that the Government Ban my
hemers” ke me to death

. “Lajja’ ("Shame’) was about o Hindu family

ingladesh after the destruction of the Avodhya {

fin in December 1992 In India, fondamentalist
went Muslims: in Pakistan and Bangladesh,

slints persecuted Hindus and burned thelr i
This summer, afler 50.000 copies of the novel had been i
Government  banned 1t under pressure from the
sas "ereating misunderstanding between

wdamentalist

81 he

fudamentalists, saying It
communitles.”
Bul 1 will not be slenced. Everywhere | Jook | see women being
mistreated, and thelr oppression justified in the name of relighon.
15 it not my maral responsibility 1o protest? Same mer wauld keep
women |n chains— velled, lliterate and in the kitchen. There are
60 million women In my country? not more than 15 percent of
them can read and write. How can Bangladesh become a mdern
country and find its place in the world when 1t 1s dragged
bar kw-ﬁrd by reactionary attitudes toward half iis people? &
It ts my conviction that paflies can il be hased on religlon ::
wamien are (o be free. Banjladesh must hecome i modeen secular
state, family lows based on Islanic principles should ben.-plbﬁd
by # uniform code insuting thee equal rights of women,
The country has liwh aguins 1=
are ignored. This year
:':mrh?mﬂ was sfoned o death on orders |
mummwmmn--m‘:ﬁ_
semtenced her o8 public fogging st 101 14s5e
- Z“




m‘! M‘l%nv are other such cases.

families in isolated arcas, legallv sentenced by

nxu‘rmlst hucrptt!m of Islamie Law.
For speaking out against such crimes
coundemned (o death. Why does the Government nol prosecute

I too have been

ho Institute these fatwas? Many belleve 1t Is because

the fanatics
the admintat
fundamentalists

The authonues confiscated my ort in January; when | tried
to gct T 1 1 write against
religiin.n S
fundamentalists
and sue o gol

ers  reported  that

I had 1o go to court
about £1,200 has

apparently been stinds)

Is our Prime Ml eda Za. afraid to stand up to the
fundamentalists? Does she not see that by placating them she
allows them v grow stronger. and the time will come when they
turn upon her too?

Bangledesh is my motheriand We gained our independence from

Pakistan at the sacrfice of 3 milllon lves, That sacrifice will be
betrayed f we allow purselves to be dominated by religious

eareniism. Bangladesh should stand for women's equality and

harmony between people of different faiths.

The mullahs who would marder me will kill everything

In Banglasesh if they are allowed o prevail, Itbmj‘dllty

protect my beautiful country from them. | call on all those w

‘Share my valucs to help me defend my rights. By doing 0, they

will help save Bangladeat, -\
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