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“The chrisimas party is a great occassion, but it cannot be the family
reunion in India that 15 here, it 15 Tather the grouping of a circle of
compantes in exile, who try. for a few brief hours. o keep up the old
fashions, and tc make believe that they are guite at home. The
native largely accept and enjovs the holiday, with the very dimmest
notion of what it may mean, and he judiciously takes the apporiunity
of sending propitiatory presents to his Europesan superior, These are
bui of a trifling character, and take the form of articles calculated Lo
appenl to the argans of digestion. These tokesna of goodwill are
generally accepied. and then, with more prudence than coOurage.
quietly pessed on to somebody who is better pleased with them than
In the original reciplent. He dreads experimenls himself, but does not
abject in letting others try them.”
Willam H. Harr, Everyday Life in Bengal, London. 1807 pp 108 1M,

&  Rabert Briffaulr. "Festivals’, Encvelopasdia of the Soclal Science . val A,
Mew York. pigal. pp 198-201.
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Magharul Tslam, ‘Fiigrimage in Bangladesh', Folklore and Soclal Change.
Caletrtra, 1985,

ik, *The same Judaco-christian influences, which had even before Mubammsed
tmctues fdividusl god-seekers o Jead an ascelie mode of Ie. are lkely (o have
sogpested (o the mualim comunity the earty rdoption of fastitg as & means of
spicitunl disedpline. .

The Ramdan Fast bos been Wkened o the christion Quedragestma sod also 1o
Mupbehaean practices, but 4t should be remembered that the holy montl was
familiar caneep? 1n pagan Aralds, although no rle & Kaovwn 1o have oontined
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through the whole of any pre-skimic hely months, Fapndsn was selected
bevause I waa in this monlh, the Affk of Muslim vesr. that the Koran was
sent down as giidance for the people. G- E. Van Gruochaum. Mufesmadan
Festoals, Landon. 1357, ppb 1-52.

& "One great difffcufty everywhere in India Is 10 sscare allention to the
gospel Message. The people have no decp sense of sin, and do nol feal
the need of the physiclan of souls. ¢ the contrary. they are warmly
interested in thelr festivals, among the woman especslly they are for
the time their alzsorbing thought”

John Murdach, Hirdu and Muhanunadan Festionis, Lendon. 1904
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