
オンライン日本語
に ほ ん ご

 入門編
にゅうもんへん

 

Online Japanese for Beginners 

 

第
だい

1 1
じゅういっ

課
か

    長 音
ちょうおん

、撥 音
はつおん

、促 音
そくおん

、拗 音
ようおん

、アクセント 

Lesson11 Long Vowels, Sound of ん , Double Consonant っ , 

Contracted sound, Accent 

 

Ⅰ．長 音
ちょうおん

 

Long Vowels 

Long vowels are sounds that you hold out longer than normal. You can 

extend all the Japanese vowels “あ”, “い”, “う”, “え”, “お”. 

 

 

 

Please note that, in Japanese, the meaning of the word can change 

depending upon the long vowels. 

 

Example:     おばあさん grandmother   おばさん aunt 

       おじいさん grandfather    おじさん uncle 

              こうとう  advanced         こと   thing 

 

 



Writing of hiragana long vowels: 

 

1.For the hiragana of あ Column, い Column and う Column,  you write 

the same vowel after the first one.  

 

For example:        おかあさん  

おとうさん 

ゆうがた        

 

2.For the hiragana ofえ Column, the long vowel is written with the 

hiragana “い”.                 

For example:         へいき 

                 ていねい 

                 せいじ       

Note: there are a few exceptions for the long vowel of え Column. 

Example: ええ、ねえ、おねえさん  

 

3.For the long vowel of the お Column, the long vowel is written with the 

hiragana “う”.  

For example:         とうき 

              ぎんこう 

                 そうぞう      

 

Note: there are a few exceptions for the long vowel of お Column. 

For example: おおきい、おおい、こおる   

 

 

Writing of katakana long vowels: 

 

The way to write katakana long vowel sounds are very easy. A long vowel in 

katakana just consists of drawing a "dash" mark.  

For example:         カード 

               スーパー 

               ノート 

 

 

 

 

 



Ⅱ．撥音
はつおん

「ん」 

Sound of ん 

Next is the nasal consonant. The nasal consonant is the sound of “ん”. The 

ん sound always follows a hiragana or katakana character. There are no 

words that begin with “ん”.  

 

The pronunciation changes of the ん sound: 

 

1.When used before the た Row, だ Row, ら Row and な Row, it sounds like 

“n”.                                                                 

 

 

2.When used before the ば Row, ぱ Row, and ま Row, it sounds like “m”.  

“しんばし”, “しんび”.                                                                                                     

 

 

 

3. Before the かRow and がRow, it sounds like "ng".  “たんき”, “かんがえ”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ⅲ. 促音
そくおん

 っ 

Double Consonant っ 

 

The double consonant is written as a small “っ”.It is the same in katakana, 

“っ” ⇒ “ッ” . The double consonant is 1 beat, and basically it is used in the 

middle of 3 beats. 

 

The double consonant is placed before the か Row, さ Row, た Row, and ぱ

Row. There are some rules for its pronunciation:  

                                                                                 

1. When “っ” is placed before the か Row, please pronounce it like a “k”. 

For example:  

 
                                                                                

2. When “っ” is placed before the ぱ Row, please pronounce it like a “p”. 

 For example:  

 
                                                                          

 

3. When “っ” is placed before the さ Row and た Row, please pronounce it 

like an “s” for the さ Row and like a “t” for the た Row.  

For example:   

 
 



Ⅳ. 拗音
ようおん

 

Contracted sound 

The sound represented by using small “ゃ”, “ゅ”, “ょ” are called contracted 

sound. It consists of two letters, but its sound is only one mora long. The 

sounds from the い Column can be connected with the “ゃ”, “ゅ”, “ょ” . The 

sounds from the い Column are “き”, “し”, “ち”, “に”, “ひ”, “み”, “り”, “ぎ”, 

“じ”, “び”, “ぴ”.  

 

For katakana, draw a small katakana “ャ”, “ュ”, and “ョ”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



単語
たんご

 

Words 

 
                                                       

 

Ⅴ. アクセント  

Accent 

 

In Japanese words, there are some fixed accents. Depending upon the 

accent, the meaning of the word changes, and represents a person's tone 

and their emotional changes.   

 

4 different types of accents: 

 

1. The first syllable is high and then gradually turns into a low accent. 

 



2. First is low, next part is high, and then by the end of the word, it 

becomes a low accent.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The beginning is low, and then continues to become high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. The sound remains the same high tone. 

 

   

For example: 

 

あめ 

 

じしん 


